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Introduction 

Course Overview 

INTRODUCTION 

The grade 9 social studies course, Atlantic Canada in the Global 

Community, enables students to examine and reflect on the major 

issues that affect them as individuals, Atlantic Canadians, and global 

citizens. Students will explore and appreciate the unique physical 

features of this region; the diverse cultural, ethnic, and historical 

backgrounds that exist in Atlantic Canada; the economic issues and 

challenges they face in the context of global trends; the role of 

technology in the past, present, and future for Atlantic Canada; and 

the importance of world view for effective global citizenship. 

The prescribed course of study seeks to introduce issues from the 

adolescent student's perspective and then expand each issue to place it 

in the Atlantic Canadian and the global context. Through this 

approach, students will become aware of their personal connections to 

each of the issues examined. This awareness is achieved through 

incorporating various disciplines, especially anthropology, economics, 

geography, history, law, political science, and sociology into five key 

themes. 

The following organizational themes form the basic structure for 

Atlantic Canada in the Global Community: Physical Setting, Culture, 
Economics, Technology, and Interdependence. These themes were selected 

for their relevance to the adolescent and for the relatedness of each 

theme to each other. History and politics are incorporated throughout 

the course so that they become relevant in a context appropriate for 

adolescent learners. 

• Physical Setting examines the size and location of Atlantic Canada 

in the North American and global contexts, the distinct physical 

features and beauty in the region, weather and climate patterns, 

and human interaction with the environment. Specific attention is 

given to settlement patterns as they relate to lifestyle and modern­

day changes. 

• Culture examines the concept of culture; contemporary cultures in 

Atlantic Canada; factors that shape and are shaped by culture; and 

the cultural, linguistic, and ethnic groups in the region. Cultural 

diversity, links between culture and lifestyle, and the process of 

continual cultural change are explored. 

• Economics considers the role that basic economic principles play in 

students' daily lives and Atlantic Canadian society, the role of 

entrepreneurship, the various sectors of the economy, and key 

economic issues. Considerable attention is given to local, national, 

and international economic linkages. 
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